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DIALOGUE 


PREDE STINARIAN 


And his 
| |; Friend. E LL met, Sir, I have ſomething 
2 to ſay to you. 
'F Pred. Pray ſay on. 


= Friend J have heard that you make God the Author 

2 of all Sin, and the Deſtroyer of the greater Part of Mam 
Ks, kind, witnout any Mercy or Help for their Salvation. 

Pred. I deny this. We only ſay, that God did 
a'l © ternity unchangeably ordain whatſoever comes to paſs 

Aſſemblies Catechiſm Chap. iii 
F iend. But do not you mean, that God ordained all 
Sins of . and Men, ſo that they muſt unayoid 
aby come to paſs ? 

Pred Yes undoubtedly. For the Almighty Power 
W Ged extends itſelf to the firfl Fall, and all other Sins o 

Angel, and Men, and that not by a bare Permiffion. 

- | AF. Cat. Chap. v 

| Friend. What do you mean by the Almighty Ponver o 

Ged extending ſe to the Arft Fall, and all oth 
Sins of Angels and Men? 

Pred. We mean, that God made Adam and Eve 
this very Purpoſe, that they might be tempted, and led intg 
Sin; and that by Force of his Decree, it could not other 
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wiſe ler bat that” they muft fin. Pifcator Diſput. Pref, 


. 
Fend. Do I underſtand you right? Do you gay, 
God 11-1 Ham under an abſolute e N:C1, ty of Sinning ? 
Fc it could nt el he $1 than CA 
had 41. 74% Ju u Pefpe | af — Th 2 os "WE E8, there 7s 
| wa e 8, ( Wt 4's „% thr I orid. And the fore 
de: Chi: ee 3% ries O57 "utels nece/- 
fer ie inc Lee F C Derr. 1 weat. Dilpur, 
| | Pref. 
Find. But do nt Vou CY nd this Decree on God': 
| Fore-knowledge, rather hag „„ 
Pꝛed. Ci fore: cs nathins but achat he Lal! d ertrd, 
end his Decree Iren de: his Knoaw! dee. Piſc. Vitp. Id. 
Friend. Js not this then a he rrible Decrec * 
Preda. I caufeſs it i; an ho rible Decree. Tet no one 
Lan denv, Lu- Ce . for vine do \dam's Fail, ard therefore 
farehuc: at" it, Lecan't t 55 FI mad er dal th it fa by Lis gf: of 1 
1 Calvin Raſp. ad Ca'umn. Nebul. ad Art. 1. 
|. Frient. oa vow grant what you denied before, 
Kam dv, that Cedis ne Author ot Sin. 


Pod We Oran and aſtert ths. that Jdulterr, ar . | 


Are, ri tre Moo, (i the AuthÞv;, (* zuingl. de Provid. 

*. 6. 1 God Fe Adult, (Cu. 140 FS, J. rings, (PN. 

Rech. ad Apul Britii. . 142. For all as tad M:n do ail 
a. 2 1 10 hy Far 90 ( 3. EF; 71 Ln aſmuch as God ef- 
Cal. 6147. F . A. 5 657 (Fest. 7, atid fy / E L Ccarcy performs 
FITS ul * 6 Te 1¹¹ CA 65H) thy le, I . * pr. on 

Feil. | now Gi p >Crmitz din. Io you mean any 
n. te tante? | 
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doth not break a Law. The ſame Sin, viz. Adultery or 


Murder, inaſmuch as it is the Work of Gad, the Author, 
lower and Compeller, is not a Crime; but inaſmuch as it 
25 of Man, it is Wickedne/s. Dr. Twiſs in Serm. de Prov. 
Friend. Pray explain how God moves to Sin. 
Pred. God doth flir up the Devil to lie, and thrufteth an 
the Wills of the Wicked to grievous Sins, Pet. Vermil. 
: in Ep. ad Rom. p. 403, 406 and 38. 
Friend. Is it then the Will of God that they ſhould fin? 
| Pred. Undoubtedly. For Reprobates are predeſiinated 
to Damnation, aud to the Cauſes of Damnation; and 
created to that End, that they may live wickedly, and be 


Id, full of the Dregs of Sin. Plc. cont. Tauff. p. 47. 


"Friend. Why then Man is a Cypher, and God is the 


real Author of all the Sin in the World. | 


. Pred. No. For beſides the Sins of the Reprobates, 

lere arc other Sins committed, namely, by the Elec. ibid. 
Fiend. And did not God decree their Sins alſo ? 
Pd. Nlolt ſurely. For wwe neither can do more Good 

than abt do, nor omit more Evil than ae de; becauſe God 


5 70 Frernity hath preciſely decreed, that both the Good 


and the Evil ſhould be jo done. Piſcat. ad Amic. Dupl. 


| Vorſt. p. 176 

Friend. Pray explain yourſelf. 3 8 
Pred. It is unalterably conſtituted, auben and how and 
Joao much every ae of us ſhould love P ety, or not love 
it. Ibid. p. 223. And both the Reprobates and the Elec 
aRuere fre-oraained to in, Sin, that the Glary of God 


miglit be declared thereby® Zanch. de Nat. Dei p. 555. 


Friend. Bat do you think God made any Man on Pure 
Poſe that he might be damned? | 

Prid. Without Doubt. God's firſt Conflitution was 
that fame ji>2uld be deſtined to eternal Ruin, and to this 
End their Sins were ordained, and Denial of Grace in 
order ta thor Sins. Ibid. p. 740. | 

Friend. If you. pleaſe, repeat your Meaning. 

Pred. G made Den to divers Ends, and ſome 
to the Fund that they might ſuffer eternal Torments. 

Nlaccov. Diſp. de Præd. Theſ. 8. 
F' ic:d. But do theſe Celerve eternal Damnation? 
Prea. Ve believe, 1h." t ir incomprehenſible, that it & 


Jul 


uſt to damm ſuch as do not deſerve it. Beza poſt Prælet 
5 | in Ep. ad Rom. 
Friend. But why does God call upon theſe Men to 
forſake Evil and do Good? 

Pred. GA ſpeaketh to them, that they may be the deaf- 
er; be gives Light to them, that they may be the blinder; 
be offers Infirufion to them, that they may be the more ig- 
aorant; and uſes the Remedy, that they may nat be healed. 
; Calv. Inſtit. I. 3. c. 24. 
Friend. What do you think becomes of dying Infants ? 
Pred. Many Nations of Men, together with their In- 
fants, were involved without Remedy in eternal Punifh- 

ment, by the Fall of Adam, Calv. Infi. 1. 3. c. 23. 
Friend. This is true TJurtiſb Doctrine, and ought ſo 

to be 1 * as that uſed to be in theſe Words: 
„J do an:thematize the Blaſpheiny of Mahomed, 


| which faith, that God deceiveth whom he will, 


and whom he will he leadeth to tha: which is Gocd. 
 . Himſelf doth what he willeth, ahd is himſelf the Cauſe 
| .of all Good and all Evil. Fate and Deſtiny govern all 
Things.“ Nicetus Saracenita. 


Pred. Nay, our Doctrine is more ancient than M- 


med. It was maintained by St. Auguſtine. 
| Friend, Auguſtine, tho? ſometime tainted with it, yet 
upon better Advice excl. ims againſt it. And all Anti- 
 quity for the four firſt Centuries is againſt you, as is the 
whole Eaſtern Church to this Day. 
Pred. But does not Antiquity ſay, Judas was predeſ- 
tinated to Damnation ? 


Friend. Quite the contrary. St. Chry/o/tome's expreſs. 


Words are, Judas, my Beloved, was at firſt a Child of 
the Kingdom, and heard it ſald to him with the Diſciples, 
* 1 Fall fit on twelie Thrones,” But afterwards he 
became a Child of Hell. | | 
Pred. However, you wiil own E/au was predeſtinated 
to Deſtruction. | 
Friend. Indeed I will not. Some of your own Writ- 
ers believe he wa, finally ſaved ; which was the general 
Opinion of the ancient Fathers. And that Scripture, 
_ rave I owed, and Eſau have I hated, plainly re- 
ate: not to their Perſons, but their Poſterities. 


But 
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But ſuppoſing E/au or F udas to be damned, what is 


he damned for ? | 


Pred. Without Queſtion for Unbelief. For as we are 
faved by Faith alone, ſo Unbelief is the only damning 


Sin. | 


Friend. By what Faith are you ſaved? 

Prad. By Faith in Chriſt, who gave himſelf for me. 
Friend. But did he give himſelf for E/au and Fadas ? 

3 you ſay, they are damned, for not believing a 


. This Conſideration it was which forced Archbiſhop - 


Uſer to cry out, | 
What would not a Man fly unto, rather than yield, 
that Chriſt did not die for the Reprobates ; and that none 


but the Elect had any kind of Title to him: And yet 


many !houſands ſhould be bound in Conſcience to be- 
lieve that he died for them, and tied to accept him for 
their Redeemer and Saviour? Whereby they ſhould have 


believed that which in itſelf is moſt untrue, and laid 


hold of that, in which they had no kind of Intereſt.” 


Pred. But what then do you mean by the Words, 
Election and Reprobation ? | | 


Friend. I mean this. 1ſt. God did decree from the 


Beginning to elect or chuſe (in Chriſt) all that ſhould be- 


Leve, to Salvation. And this Decree proceeds from his 


own Goodneſs, and is not built upon any Goodneſs in 


the Creature. 2d. God did from the Beginning decree, 
to reprobate all, who ſhould obſtinately and finally con- 


tinue in Unbelief. 


onal Election and Reprobation ? 

Friend. I think it cannot be found in holy Writ, and 
that it is a Plant which bears diſmal Fruit. An Inſtance 
of which we have in Calvin himſelf; who confeſſes, 
that he procured the burning to Death of Michael Serve- 
tus, a wiſe and holy Man, purely for differing from 
him in Opinion, in Matters of Religion. 


Pred. What then eps think of abſolute, unconditi- 
ep 


FINIS. 
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